
Hoofbeat Ridge Horse Lovers’ 
    Badge Weekend Program  
 
 
Troops can earn our Horse Lovers’ badge during a weekend at Hoofbeat Ridge.  Riders 
will be taught basic western horsemanship, including independently controlling their 
horse at the walk and trot, and also have an opportunity for various mounted exercises, 

including mounted games and trail rides (weather permitting).  This program is appropriate for riders of all abilities, 
ages 8 and up.  For the safety of horses and riders, we have a weight limit of 200 pounds for riders.  

 
Our weekend programs begin between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. on Friday and ends after lunch on Sunday (at 
approximately 1:00 p.m.).  During the weekend riders will have 3 hour-long mounted lessons and a variety of un-
mounted lessons, including information on safety, saddling, and grooming, horse psychology, colors and markings, 
and parts of the horse and tack.  Participants will also have fun away from the barn with horse crafts, games, a 
tractor-drawn hayride and a campfire (weather permitting).  At the end of the weekend, riders are granted the Horse 
Lovers’ Badge! 

Facilities and Packing List: 
Scouts and leaders will stay in our dormitory-style bunkhouses which include centrally-located showers and 
restrooms.  There is a large fireplace in the Longbranch Lodge, which is our meeting area and dining hall.  Our large 
indoor riding arena and two outdoor arenas can accommodate riding in most weather conditions.   

Guests should bring a sleeping bag (or sheets and blankets), pillow, towel, toiletries, long pants, boots with a smooth 
sole and raised heel for riding, and appropriate clothing for the weather.  We have riding boots available for any riders 
who don’t have their own.  We will spend a significant portion of the weekend outside and the weather is typically 
cooler here on the ridge, so please bring extra layers.  Female adult chaperones are required for all groups – camp 
staff will not be staying with the Scouts and we do not have housing for males.  

To Register:  Please call Camp Director, Ted Marthe, at 608-767-2593 to discuss available dates and plan your 
troop’s visit.  To hold a reservation, we must receive a check covering the full deposit for your troop.  A $25 deposit is 
required for each participant.  A confirmation letter and additional information will be sent to you when your deposit is 
received.  Please keep in mind that your troop will be responsible for the number of riding and non-riding spots 
reserved for you and the deposit is not refundable.  Scout leaders should bring along the regular Girl Scout 
permission slips and medical forms when coming to camp.  

Special Dietary Needs:  Any special dietary needs (allergies, food restrictions, gluten - free, etc.) must be discussed 
with the camp director PRIOR to registration. There are certain diets that we cannot accommodate.  

Fees:  The weekend cost is $99 per rider and includes 2 nights lodging, 3 meals (breakfast, lunch and dinner) on 
Saturday, 2 meals (breakfast and lunch) on Sunday, and all activities.  Troop leaders are welcome to ride and 
participate in all activities with their troops and should be registered as riding participants.  Non-riding adults pay a 
reduced fee of $55.  The cost also includes the badge and certificate of completion for riders.   
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